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Sen. Walker: BillS i Supported thiS SeSSion

P
child suppoRt: In an effort to collect more than

$2 billion in overdue child support payments, law-

makers passed a bill to withhold casino winnings from those

who ignore their court-ordered obligations. The Indiana De-

partment of Child Services estimates more than 165,000

“deadbeat parents” each owe more than $2,000 in support

payments. Colorado passed a similar law in July 2008, re-

sulting in more than $320 million in delinquent payments. 

P
Rx Abuse: Lawmakers supported a bill aimed at

combating prescription drug abuse in Indiana. Senate

Enrolled Act 356 expands the data col-

lected by Indiana’s prescription moni-

toring program (INSPECT) and

allows INSPECT to release informa-

tion on prescribers and patients to the

state toxicologist, Medicaid fraud in-

vestigators and substance abuse assis-

tance programs. This change should

help better identify problem prescribers and ‘doctor shop-

per’ patients in an effort to reduce prescription drug abuse.

P
school FundinG Flexibility: House Enrolled

Act 1367 provides

schools the flexibility to

claim money normally

dedicated to capital proj-

ects and use it for instruc-

tional purposes. Schools

agreeing to pay freezes

for staff would be al-

lowed to transfer more money. This measure will provide

nearly $82 million statewide to prevent school employee

layoffs and help preserve instructional programs.

P
Gun RiGhts: House Enrolled Act 1068, a compan-

ion bill to one I authored that was passed by the Sen-

ate, aims to keep the names, addresses and other identifying

information of more than 300,000 Hoosiers with handgun

licenses – also referred to as concealed carry permits – con-

fidential, like tax records. The measure would allow col-

leges, universities and journalists to access race, gender and

other non-identifying information for research purposes. 
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a g a s s e s s m e n t s
Lawmakers approved a

measure aimed at stabilizing

Indiana’s agricultural prop-

erty assessment system that

farmers say is currently un-

fair. 

State figures show farmers

are experiencing unantici-

pated “peaks and valleys” in

farmland assessments based

on an experimental formula

crafted in 2006. Economists

attribute the fluctuations in-

part to speculation about al-

ternative energy sources like

ethanol, bio-diesel, bio-mass

and wind as well as economic

corrections due to the national

recession, food and energy

markets.

Senate Enrolled Act 396,

supported by the Indiana

Farm Bureau, will use an ad-

justed rolling average that

eliminates the highest as-

sessed value over a six-year

period. Known by economists

as the “Modified Olympic

Average” technique, the

model should provide farmers

and local governments more

stable agricultural property

assessments and be more rep-

resentative of true market

value. 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g
During the 2010 session,

Senate lawmakers approved

redistricting reforms estab-

lishing objective guidelines

for creating legislative and

congressional districts after

the 2010 census.  

Senate Bill 80, which failed

to receive a hearing in the

House of Representatives,

would have required lawmak-

ers to consider preserving tra-

ditional neighborhoods and

local communities of inter-

ests, protecting minority vot-

ing rights, creating simply

shaped and compact districts

and respecting county and

precinct lines when drawing

future boundaries. 

In an effort to continue the

discussion, Senate lawmakers

approved a resolution calling

for a summer interim study

committee on redistricting.

The resolution tasks the panel

with examining ways to im-

prove the redistricting

process, including proposals

to establish an independent

commission to draw district

boundaries, and a review of

best practices used by other

states. 

jobS: lawmakerS fight new Spending, new taxeS;
paSS pro-jobS initiativeS to help hooSierS

W
ith  little time and no money, lawmakers worked this

short session to maintain Indiana’s pro-job climate

of low taxes and limited regulation. 

Senators kept a close, careful eye on

proposed legislation and amendments to

avoid new state expenditures and gov-

ernment intervention that would have

raised taxes and imposed red tape during

already hard times for Indiana’s work-

force and employers.  

Gov. Mitch Daniels, with the support

of Senate Republicans, rightly reacted to

tumbling state revenues by cutting gov-

ernment spending, flat-lining state pay-

rolls and freezing all but essential hiring. To date, state

bureaucracies have cut 20 percent from operating budgets. Re-

luctantly, higher education funding has been reduced 6 percent

and public K-12 schools – nearly half of the state budget – have

been asked to find 3 percent in new cost savings and efficiencies

to help save classroom teachers’ jobs.

Senators also successfully delayed $400 million in new unem-

ployment insurance premiums from going into effect in 2010. By

avoiding premium increases, lawmakers hope employers large

and small will be in stronger positions to retain or add employees. 

Lawmakers also passed initiatives to help

Hoosiers recover from the national recession:

• new employer tax credits will be offered to

businesses relocating or incorporating in Indiana.

Qualified businesses must hire 10 or more full-time

employees, not including owners.

• small business tax credits will be expanded

to make small employers with fewer than 35 work-

ers eligible for Economic Development for a

Growing Economy (EDGE) credits.  

• small business ombudsman will be an ad-

vocate for small employers with state agencies, helping navigate

regulations, streamline paperwork and coordinate due dates. Also,

the ombudsman will monitor outdated, ineffective and overly bur-

densome reporting requests and red tape. 

• h.i.R.e. (Helping Indiana Re-start Employment) initiative

will offer tax incentives to employers who hire and train unem-

ployed and underemployed Hoosiers.  


